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Newspaper Comics Case Argued In High Court

By JOHN M. MORAN
COURANT STAFF WRITER

For once, the comics are no
laughing matter.

Lawyers for The Courant and
the Journal Inquirer, rival daily
newspapers located barely 10
miles apart, argued before the
state Supreme Court Tuesday
over whether The Courant must
disclose details of its contracts
with Sunday comics syndicators.

The Journal Inquirer says it
needs the information to deter-
mine whether to file an antitrust
claim against The Courant over
the publication rights to such
Sunday comic strips as Garfield,
Doonesbury, Peanuts and ‘eight
others.

Last May, Hartford Superior
Court Judge Vanessa Bryant
agreed the information was need-
ed and ordered The Courant to
disclose it. But The Courant ap-
pealed, leading to Tuesday’s hear-
ingbefore the state’s high court. A
decision is expected in about two
months. ‘

At issue are 11 Sunday comic
strips published by The Courant
not just on Sundays, but also in a
special "Early Sunday" edition
that is sold on Saturdays.

The Journal Inquirer has con-
tended that The Courant’s con-
tracts with syndicators include
special provisions from syndica-
tors allowing The Courant to pub-
lish Sunday comics on Saturdays,
while denying the same opportu-

nity to the Journal Inquirer.

But only by having those con-
tract details in hand can the Jour-
nal Inquirer decide whether to
sue The Courant over what may
be anti-competitive practices,
said Richard P. Weinstein, a law-
yer representing the Journal In-
quirer.

In seeking such information be-
fore actually filing a lawsuit,
Weinstein said, the Journal In.
quirer was looking "to do the op-
posite of shooting first and asking
questions later."

But lawyer William M. Ruben-
stein, arguing on behalf of The
Courant, told the court that exclu-
sive contracts for newspaper fea-
tures like comic strips are "com-
monplace and ubiquitous" and
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have been widely held to foster
competition, not inhibit it.

Rubenstein said more than 200
Sunday comics are available for
use by newspapers. He said it
would be anti-competitive for the
courts to compel one company to
disclose contractual information
toarival in the absence of a pend-
ing lawsuit.

The Journal Inquirer regards
access to Sunday comics as part of
the package of features it would
need to draw readers to a Sunday
or weekend edition, according to
testimony in the case.

The newspaper, which current-
ly publishes Monday through Sat-
urday, has not said that it has
firm plans to create a Sunday or
weekend edition, however,



