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On June 27, 2023, the United States District Court for the Eastern District
of Missouri dismissed Hans Niemann’s $100 million lawsuit against
Magnus Carlsen and four other co-defendants. Niemann’s lawsuit arises
out of alleged statements and conduct following the 2022 Sinquefield Cup
chess tournament. Carlsen and the other defendants moved to dismiss the
case in its entirety on multiple grounds, including on the grounds that
Niemann’s antitrust claims are not legally cognizable and Connecticut’s
anti-Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (“anti-SLAPP”) statute
bars all of Niemann’s state-law claims.

Judge Audrey G. Fleissig dismissed all of Niemann’s antitrust claims,
holding that, as an individual chess player, Niemann is not a “competitor”
to recreational and professional chess platforms, and his alleged
“individualized professional and reputational injuries are [not of] the type
that the antitrust laws were intended to prevent.” In addition, the Court
declined to exercise supplemental jurisdiction and dismissed Niemann’s
state-law claims as well.

Partners Craig Reiser and Denise Plunkett led the team representing
Magnus Carlsen, alongside associates Eva Yung, Caroline Boisvert, and
Claire Haws.

Press Coverage:

● Agence France-Presse/France24 

● Associated Press 

● BBC 

● Chess.com 

● CNN 

● Forbes 

● Global Competition Review 

https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20230628-us-judge-throws-out-high-profile-chess-cheating-lawsuit
https://apnews.com/article/chess-lawsuit-dismissed-cheating-ceeac003792c6fdf2fc8a65ed1295eb1
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-66042871
https://www.chess.com/news/view/hans-niemann-lawsuit-dismissed
https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/28/sport/judge-dismisses-niemann-lawsuit-carlsen-chess-spt-intl/index.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mollybohannon/2023/06/27/checkmate-judge-tosses-hans-niemanns-100-million-lawsuit-over-chess-cheating-claims/?sh=796d22771303
https://globalcompetitionreview.com/gcr-usa/article/judge-rejects-chess-stars-100-million-group-boycott-case
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● Law360 

● NBC News 

● Reuters 

● Rolling Stone 

● Sky News 

● The Guardian 

● The Wall Street Journal 

● The Washington Post 

● USA Today

https://www.law360.com/sports-and-betting/articles/1693387/breaking-legal-chess-match-ends-with-defamation-suit-dismissal
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/judge-throws-chess-star-hans-niemanns-lawsuit-filed-cheating-allegatio-rcna91955
https://www.reuters.com/legal/carlsen-chesscom-beat-niemanns-100-mln-suit-over-cheating-scandal-2023-06-27/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/chess-cheating-scandal-lawsuit-dismissed-magnus-carlsen-1234780237/
https://news.sky.com/story/hans-niemann-chess-prodigys-defamation-lawsuit-over-cheating-claims-dismissed-12910886
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2023/jun/30/court-dismisses-chess-grandmaster-hans-niemanns-lawsuit-against-magnus-carlsen
https://www.wsj.com/sports/chess-cheating-scandal-hans-niemann-magnus-carlsen-7fcbdb56
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2023/06/27/hans-niemann-magnus-carlsen-lawsuit-dismissed/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/2023/06/27/hans-niemanns-chess-cheating-lawsuit-against-magnus-carlsen-dismissed/70361496007/

